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in the Christian revelation is obliged to believe that
-the same being is the anthor of both. This, unless
he resolutely averts his mind from the subject, or
practises the act of quieting his conscience by sophistry,
involves him in moral perplexities without end; since
the ways of his Deity in Nature are on many occasions
totally at variance with the precepts, as he believes,
-of the same Deity in the Grospel. He who comes out
with least moral damage from this embarrassment, is
probably the one who never attempts to reconcile the
two standards with one another, but confesses to
himself that the purposes of Providence are myste-
rious, that its ways are not our ways, that its justice
and goodness are not the justice and goodness which
we can conceive and which it befits us to practise.
When, however, this is the feeling of the believer,
the worship of the Deity ceases to be the adoration of
abstract moral perfection. It becomes the bowing
down to a gigantic image of something not fit for us
to imitate. It is the worship of power only.

I say nothing of the moral difficulties and perver-
sions involved in revelation itself; though even in the
Christianity of the Gospels, at least in its ordinary
interpretation, there are some of so flagrant a character
as almost to outweigh all the beauty and benignity
and moral greatness which so eminently distinguish
the sayings and character of Christ. The recognition,
for example, of the object of highest worship, in a